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What’s the best part of being you?

Sam and Tom were identical 
twins. They were so identical 

that even their mother found it 
difficult to distinguish one from 
the other, at least during their 
initial days on earth.

However, they were very 
different from each other 

when it came to everything other 
than their appearance. Sam had 
no friends, while Tom was a 
great friendship maker. Sam 
loved sweets, but Tom loved 
spicy food and detested sweets. 
Sam was mommy’s pet and Tom 
was daddy’s pet. While Sam was 
generous and selfless, Tom was 
greedy and selfish!

As Sam and Tom grew up, 
their father wanted to share 

his fortune equally amongst them. 
However, Tom did not agree and 
he argued that whoever proved 
to be more intelligent and strong 
would have to get a bigger share of 
the wealth.

Sam agreed. Their father decided 
to organize a competition 

between the two. He asked the two 
sons to walk as long as they could, 
and return home before sunset. 
The wealth would be divided in 
proportion to the distance covered. 
As a rule of the competition, they 
were not permitted to carry a watch 
to keep track of the time.

The following day, Sam and 
Tom set out to walk. It was 

a rather sunny day. Sam walked 
slowly and steadily, while Tom 
broke into a sprint as he was bent 
on winning the race and also 
winning a greater portion of his 
father’s wealth.

Sam knew that it would be ideal 
to walk as far as possible till 

noon and start for home at noon as 
it would take the same amount of 
time to walk back home. Knowing 
this, Sam decided to turn back for 
home at noon so as reach home on 
time.

However, Tom, with his greed 
to earn more wealth, did 

not attempt to return home even 
after mid-noon. He walked twice 
as long as Sam, and thought he 
would still be able to return home 
before sunset. He hurried back 
when he saw the sun turn orange. 
Unfortunately, he could not even 
make it half way home as the sun 
started to set. Slowly darkness 
engulfed his path and he had to 
drag his tired feet back home.

He had lost the race. Only 
because of his greed.

Greedy Boy

A group of tourists were 
visiting a beautiful vil-

lage, enjoying the nature, tak-
ing photographs. One tour-
ist was having a cup of tea 
with an old man of the village. 

In order to know more the 
tourist asked the old man re-

spectfully, “Were any great men 
born in this village?” The old 
man replied, “No, only babies.”

Greatness has to be devel-
oped not discovered. Even 

if someone tells me that I am a 
born leader or musician etc. yet 
I can’t waste my life in waiting 
for it to blossom one day, what if 
I find nothing! It is better for me 
to decide and develop the desired 
qualities. If I get, I will celebrate 
and thank God, if I fail at least I 
will not regret that I did not try.

Don’t wait: Decide & Develop by Tapas Dasmohapatra 
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Your time is limited, so don’t waste it living someone else’s life

Humour Learning

Excerpts from Suresh Semwal Book – Be a Humble Winner

Maintaining the qualities 
is not just a process, it is 

a habit. You must be aware of 
‘Mitsushita Electronics’ (National 
and now, Panasonic brand), 
a famous Japanese company. 

It made significant contributions 
in upholding the economy of 

japan at one time and it was one of 
the selective and better companies 
of japan. The name of the man who 
set up this company was Konosuke 
Mitsushita. There was a time 
when more than 2.5 Lacs people 
used to work in this company.

Konosuke Mitsushita had 
educational qualifications 

only up to class VI and he always 
used to remain unwell. He was 
physically a weak person but his 
willpower was equally strong.

Once a journalist asked 
Mitsushita to tell him the 

secret of his success. The reply 
Mitsushita gave was, “Every 
morning when I wake up, I see 
my own reflection in the mirror 
and repeat one sentence and that 
is ‘My best performance is not the 
best’. This means that I shall have 
to bring about more improvement 
in myself and also my company.”

Now, you think for yourselves 
that the producer of such a 

large company is saying every 
day that his best performance is 
also not the best. It requires more 
improvement while on the other 
hand some of us consider ourselves 
the best and feel that any suggestion 
to improve ourselves is foolish. 
Such a psyche can ruin both – the 
direction and condition of our lives.

Hence, we must also inculcate 
and not reduce the habit of ‘a 

little more hard work’. A common 
man pays only as much attention to 
work and works only as much as is 
necessary to safeguard his job or to 
remain in business. However, those 
people who make it a habit to work 
a little more along with this, only 
they reach the summit of success. 
It is for us to decide whether we 
want ‘a little more’ or ‘a little less’.

A big hulk of a guy got on the 
bus. Six feet eight, built like 

a wrestler, arms hanging down 
to the ground. He glared at the 
driver and said, “Big John doesn’t 
pay!” and sat down at the back.

Did I mention that the driver 
was five feet three, thin, and 

basically meek? Well, he was. 
Naturally, he didn’t argue with 
Big John, but he wasn’t happy 
about it. The next day the same 
thing happened - Big John got 
on again, made a show of re-
fusing to pay, and sat down. 
And the next day, and the next.

This grated on the bus driver, 
who started losing sleep over 

the way Big John was taking ad-
vantage of him. Finally he could 
stand it no longer. He signed up 
for body building courses, ka-
rate, judo, and all that good stuff.

By the end of the summer, he had 
become quite strong; what’s 

more, he felt really good about him-
self. So on the next Monday, when 
Big John once again got on the bus 
and said, “Big John doesn’t pay!”

The driver stood up, glared 
back at the passenger, and 

screamed, “And why not?”

With a surprised look on 
his face, Big John re-

plied, “Big John has a bus pass.”

Management Lesson: “Be 
sure there is a prob-

lem in the first place before 
working hard to solve one.”
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Winning isn’t everything, but wanting to win is

Story of Two Frogs

This is the story two frogs. 
They used to live under a 

tree on the banks of a lake in the 
jungle. One day, the two of them 
thought, “We have not seen the 
outside world. There must be 
something outside the jungle 
too. Come, let us go to the world 
of the human beings and see.”

Taking a little something 
to eat, they both ventured 

out. Hopping, they crossed the 
limits of the forest and went to 
the city. They saw many things 
tall buildings, vehicles causing 
pollution, people in a race to earn 
their daily bread, small children 
busy with studies and their games, 
noise – noise – and more noise.

They started remembering 
their house. They had become 

very tired. They were longing for 
water and some moist, wet place 
where they could rest. Searching 
for such a place, they entered the 
shop of a milk seller. They saw a 
bucket there. They thought that 
there must be water in it. They 
both jumped high and reached 
inside the bucket. But what was 

this! There was no water in it. It 
was full of cream. The poor frogs 
started drowning in the cream, they 
started suffocating and panting 
and their eyes started rolling out.

One frog thought, “The end 
of my life has come. What a 

destiny I had! Did I have to come 
to the city and die amongst these 
strange people?” He thought of 
his god and started waiting for 
death. However, the other frog was 
not willing to accept defeat. He 
started trying to somehow come 
out of that cream filled bucket. 
He started kicking with full force. 
Despite his great effort, he used 
to slip down. Even then he did 
not feel depressed and did not 
give up courage. He continued 
trying and kept moving his legs.

And then what was this! 
Suddenly, he saw that he was 

rising up. Because of his continuous 
moving of legs, the cream was also 
continuously moving and it started 
changing into butter. The frog saw 
a way of hope. He had become 
very tired, yet he continued 
trying and kept moving his legs. 

And then what was this! 
Suddenly, he saw that he was 

rising up. Because of his continuous 
moving of legs, the cream was also 
continuously moving and it started 
changing into butter. The frog saw 
a ray of hope. He had become very 
tired, yet he continued kicking. 
Butter continued to be churned 
and ultimately, climbing on that 
butter, the courageous frog started 
rising up. When the butter started 
floating on the milk, then that brave 
frog jumped out of the bucket.

Because of his courage, 
hard work and the desire 

to live, the frog was saved but 
the pessimistic frog drowned in 
that bucket of cream and died.

Everybody has to face 
difficulties in his life but 

God has given us the strength to 
combat them too. Hence, one must 
use that strength to maintain one’s 
courage. Ultimately, it is only the 
person who does not accept defeat, 
succeeds. More intelligence or 
strength are not the only ones 
that come in handy. Those with 
courage win the struggle of life.
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It does not matter how slowly you go as long as you do not stop 

Life Lesson!!
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Quality means doing it right when no one is looking – Henry Ford


